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D AY  T R I P S

PHILADELPHIA DAY TRIP

Only an hour south — museums, food, and historic sites

Philadelphia sits about 60 miles south of the Lehigh Valley, making it one of the easiest and most 

rewarding day trips in the region — roughly an hour by car or bus.
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GETTING THERE

Lehigh Valley to Center City Philadelphia (~60 miles) — The fastest drive is the Pennsylvania 

Turnpike Northeast Extension (I-476 South) to I-76 East (Schuylkill Expressway) into Center City — 

about an hour, traffic permitting (note I-476 is a toll road, E-ZPass or toll-by-plate). For a car-free 

option, Trans-Bridge Lines runs weekday-only buses to Philadelphia from Bethlehem, ABE airport, 

Allentown and Quakertown (~$20 one-way); or drive to the nearest SEPTA Regional Rail park-and-

ride at Doylestown or Lansdale and take the train into Center City.
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HISTORIC PHILADELPHIA

Independence National Historical Park, Old City — Independence Hall, the Liberty Bell and the 

surrounding historic district are must-sees. The Liberty Bell and most park buildings are free; 

Independence Hall requires a free timed ticket (March-December) reserved through recreation.gov 

for a $1 admin fee. The nearby National Constitution Center adds an interactive, hands-on 

dimension to the story.
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MUSEUM MILE

Benjamin Franklin Parkway, Fairmount — The Parkway — often called Philly's answer to the 

Champs-Elysees — is lined with major museums. Climb the 'Rocky Steps' at the Philadelphia 

Museum of Art, visit the Rodin Museum (largest Rodin collection outside Paris, pay-what-you-wish), 

and tour the Barnes Foundation's extraordinary Impressionist and Post-Impressionist holdings (181 

Renoirs, 69 Cezannes — timed advance tickets required). Add Eastern State Penitentiary, the 

dramatic former prison that once held Al Capone, just up the hill in Fairmount.

LehighValley.com  —  Free Local Guide  —  Page 4



DAY TRIPS  ·   4 OF 7

THE FOOD SCENE

Center City, South Philadelphia & Fishtown — Reading Terminal Market is a food lover's paradise — 

try DiNic's roast pork, Bassetts Ice Cream (in the market since 1893), and the Amish vendors (note 

many close Sundays/Mondays). The South 9th Street Italian Market in Bella Vista, open since 1884, 

is America's oldest continuously operating outdoor market. Beyond cheesesteaks (Pat's vs. Geno's 

at 9th & Passyunk is the classic showdown), neighborhoods like Chinatown, East Passyunk and 

Fishtown each have their own distinct culinary identity.
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ARTS & MURALS

South Street & throughout the city — Philadelphia's Magic Gardens (1020 South Street) is an 

immersive, photogenic mosaic art environment by artist Isaiah Zagar — an easy, colorful stop 

between the historic district and the Italian Market, and a window into the city's famous mural arts 

tradition.
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SUGGESTED ITINERARY

One full day — Morning: the historic district and a timed Independence Hall tour. Lunch: Reading 

Terminal Market. Afternoon: walk the Parkway to the Art Museum and Rodin/Barnes, or detour to 

South Street's Magic Gardens and the Italian Market. Evening: dinner in Chinatown or South Philly 

before heading home — allow 30-45 minutes of buffer for the drive back.
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TIPS & PLANNING

Reserve free Independence Hall timed tickets and paid Barnes Foundation tickets online in advance 

— both can sell out. Center City parking is pricey and limited; use the Independence Visitor Center 

garage (6th & Market) for the historic district. Wear comfortable shoes — the historic sites, Parkway 

museums and markets are best linked on foot. Remember Trans-Bridge buses run weekdays only, 

so weekend visitors should drive or take SEPTA. Check museum hours before you go: the Rodin 

Museum is closed Tuesday-Thursday, and Reading Terminal's Amish stalls close early in the week.
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