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HISTORIC WALKING TOUR: BETHLEHEM

Moravian history, industrial heritage, and cultural landmarks

Few American cities let you walk through three centuries of history as vividly as Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania.
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MORAVIAN BETHLEHEM (HISTORIC DISTRICT)

Church Street & Heckewelder Place, downtown Bethlehem — The colonial heart of the city, founded
in 1741 and inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2024. Walk past the 1741 Gemeinhaus
(Bethlehem's oldest surviving building), the Single Sisters' House, Central Moravian Church, and the
God's Acre cemetery, where flat markers reflect the Moravians' belief in equality in death.
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COLONIAL INDUSTRIAL QUARTER

459 Old York Road, along Monocacy Creek, Bethlehem — Considered America's earliest industrial
park, this restored 18th-century complex showcases the Moravians' self-sufficiency: a tannery,
smithy, springhouse, and the 1762 Waterworks — a National Historic Landmark regarded as the first
municipal pumped water system in America. Living-history demonstrations run on weekends in the
warmer months.
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HOOVER-MASON TRESTLE

SteelStacks campus, 101 Founders Way, South Bethlehem — A 1,650-foot elevated walkway
perched 46 feet up on a ¢.1905 narrow-gauge ore rail line that once fed the blast furnaces. Opened
to the public in 2015 (a High Line—inspired redevelopment), it offers dramatic views of the furnaces
and the arts campus, linking the industrial past to the creative present.
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BETHLEHEM STEEL & STEELSTACKS

SteelStacks Arts + Cultural Campus, South Bethlehem — The five towering blast furnaces of the
former Bethlehem Steel — once America's second-largest steelmaker, behind only U.S. Steel —
now backdrop one of the region's premier arts and entertainment venues. The transformation from
industrial powerhouse to cultural campus is among the most celebrated adaptive-reuse stories in the
country.
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MAIN STREET & BEYOND

Main Street, downtown Bethlehem (north side) — A walkable, repeatedly top-ranked Main Street
lined with independent shops, restaurants, and galleries. Highlights include the Moravian Book Shop
(est. 1745, the oldest continuously operating bookstore in the U.S.), the Historic Hotel Bethlehem on
the site of the 1741 First House, and the 1758 Sun Inn — now a museum and tavern — where
George Washington and John Adams once lodged. The district is at its most magical during the
holidays, when Bethlehem lives up to its 'Christmas City' nickname (formally adopted in 1937).
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TIPS & PLANNING

Allow a half to full day and wear comfortable shoes — the route crosses the Lehigh River between
the north-side Moravian district and the south-side SteelStacks. Start at the Bethlehem Visitor
Center or Historic Bethlehem Museums & Sites to confirm current tour and living-history hours,
especially for the Colonial Industrial Quarter (weekends, warmer months). Time a visit for late
November through December to see the Christmas City lights and Christkindlmarkt, but expect
crowds and book the Hotel Bethlehem or Sun Inn tavern ahead. Most outdoor stops (Hoover-Mason
Trestle, God's Acre, the furnaces) are free; some Moravian buildings require a museum ticket.
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